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A Christian community, open to all, transforming lives through worship, learning and service. 

Pastor’s Message                      by Pastor Daniela Mertz 

Happy Easter! Easter is a joyful day. Many say it’s the happiest day in the 
church calendar. And to me it is, as we remember:  Christ is risen and we 
celebrate God’s victory over death and all death bringing forces. Because 
of Easter we know, at the end of the day, God’s kingdom of love and for-
giveness will have the last word, we celebrate that love wins over evil, 
trust over doubt. That is a reason to rejoice: Happy Easter.  

But - and unfortunately there’s always a “but” in our world - at times it is 
hard to see this triumph over the evil powers. We see them at work in so 
many places. As I write this article the war in Ukraine is still raging. It is 
not obvious today, and it wasn’t back then. Even the first Easter day start-
ed out with sadness and confusion.  

Mary came to the grave, saw it empty and thought that Jesus’ body was 
stolen. Turning around, she does see Jesus, but she doesn’t recognize him 
and thinks the man in front of her is the gardener. Only when he calls her 
by her name, she realizes that the gardener is the risen Christ. 

God’s presence in our world is not always obvious. That’s why the artist of 
the picture painted Jesus with a halo, the wounds on his hands and feet 
and also with a little shovel – to help us see: God is in the middle of our 
everyday world. 

Jesus as the gardener is a wonderful and appropriate image.  

Already in the story of creation God is pictured as the gardener who cre-
ates the first human being from dirt, breathes into him the breath of life 
and then puts him in the garden that he has planted.  

Jesus continues what has God has begun. He plants and grows but that 
also means he digs up our lives, ploughs them up to create new life. “If 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here!” 

That can mean that our lives may change, old parts are pruned off so that 
new branches can grow. God takes care of us so that we can become good 
gardeners as well. 

Jesus standing there with the shovel in his hand is an inviting picture.  

Our April newsletter focuses on our care for creation and that is a wide 
field to join God in gardening activities – you will find information as well 
as suggestions on how to be better stewards.  Yes, we won’t be perfect, but 
we can do our share because we know God is with us. Christ is risen, he is 
risen indeed.  

“Christ Appears to Mary Magdalene as a 
Gardener” (detail), ca. 1503–1504, England. Fol. 
134v, Vaux Passional (Peniarth 482D), National 
Library of Wales. 



 

Lutheran Ladies United 

The Lutheran Ladies United 
invite you to their Easter-
Creation meeting to be held 
on Tuesday, April 19th  at 
1:30pm at the Fennell loca-
tion. All are welcome! 

Creation Care Group 

The Creation Care group 
meets next on Tuesday, April 
26th at 7:00 pm at the 
Hughson site.  For more in-
formation or if you wish to be 
part of this group, please con-
tact Pastor Daniela Mertz at 

daniela.mertz@elkb.de 

Dear Members of Trinity, 

First I would like to thank those who participated 
in the Town Hall meetings last week both on zoom 
and in person.  Your questions were thoughtful 
and we will be sending a list of them plus the an-
swers via mail and email the week of April 4th 
along with your notice of the congregational meet-
ing on April 24th.  Anyone who wishes to have a 
copy of the Town Hall meeting slide presentation 
can email Carol Ann at the office at                 

tlchamilton2020@gmail.com and it will be emailed to you. 

At our March board meeting it was decided that masking will remain 
a requirement for in-person services and meetings at all  Trinity lo-
cations until April 30th.  Baring any changes in the Ontario Govern-
ments mandates, masks will no longer be a requirement at Trinity 
starting Sunday, May 1st.  Of course if you feel more comfortable 
wearing one after that date you are more than welcome to do so. 

Lastly, the Hughson location has a “Little Lending Library” outside 
that books can be either taken/returned or given by anyone in the 
neighborhood.  We will be looking for new and/or used novels and 
children’s books (no encyclopedias , dictionaries or  in-
structional books please) for this outreach.  Please bring any books 
to the office on Hughson or to service on Sundays.  We thank you in 
advance for your donations! 
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TRINITY  
MILESTONES 

 
Happy Birthday to those 
members of Trinity turning 
90 + in April.  They are: 

Liesa Zabel  Apr 12 

Hildegard Kaminsky Apr 15 

Rudolf Oster  Apr 17 

Alfred Neske  Apr 26 

We wish all of the above a 
VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
and God’s Blessings for 
many, many more! 

Date  Time  Service/Location 

April 7 11:30 am Mid-Week Service—Fennell site 

April 7 6:00 pm Lenten Devotion Hughson site 

April 14 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday—Hughson 

    Service is on Zoom as well 

April 15 10:00 am Good Friday—Hughson site 

    Service is on Zoom as well 

April 17 7:00 am Easter Sunrise Service 

    Beasley Park (outside) 

April 17 10:00 am Easter Sunday—Hughson site 

    Service is on Zoom as well 

From The Trinity Board          by Cathy Calvin, Chair 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

AT TRINITY 
 

 

Trinity Worship Time 
April  3, 10, 17, 24 

at 10:00 am 
 

 

In-person at Hughson St. 

Masks required. 

Zoom link will be sent out via 

email each week. 

 
 

German Service April 3 
At 11:15 am 

Hughson site—in-person only. 
 

 

Sunday School 

April 3, 17 

At 11:00 am 

Zoom Link will be emailed 
 

April 10, 24 
In-Person at 10:00 am 

Hughson site 
 

Mid-Week  
In-Person Service 

For April  at the Fennell Street site 
beginning Thursday, April 7th.  Full, 
traditional service at 11:30 am with 
Holy Communion.  Services will con-
tinue at the King Street site for 
March and will be at Fennell for 
April.  Please bring a brown bag 
lunch for a time of fellowship follow-
ing the service. 

 

Planting Trees for Nature  by Deborah Lindeman 

Did you know that southwestern Ontario is one of the most bio-
diverse areas of Canada?   Its high diversity of animal, plant, and 
tree species is due to its mild climate.  This climate makes it suita-
ble for the growth of broad-leaf trees, such as ash, birch, chestnut, 
hickory, oak, and walnut.  Our area also includes the northernmost 
reach of such southern species as pawpaw, tulip, and Kentucky cof-
fee-trees.   

Unfortunately, the pressures from urban ex-
pansion, industrialization, and intensified 
agricultural practices have caused extensive 
wildlife habitat destruction.  More than 50% 
of the federally-listed species at risk occur in 
southwestern Ontario.  Take a look at a sat-
ellite view of this region and you can easily 
see that most of the original forests are gone.  What woodlands re-
main are being degraded by the introduction of invasive alien spe-
cies.  Animals are having a hard time finding suitable habitat to 
meet their needs. 

What can we do to help?  We need to make sure that the remaining 
forests are saved from destruction and to restore lost or degraded 
habitats…and it can start right in your own backyard.  Yes, do plant 
trees on your property, but I encourage you to pick native ones.  
Native trees, plants, and anim als refer  to the species 
found in an area before European settlement.  They evolved togeth-
er for thousands, even millions of years.  One species’ population 
doesn’t get out of hand because there are other ones that are able to 
eat it and keep its numbers down.  Introduced invasive species pro-
liferate because the diseases and predators that would keep their 
numbers down are not found in our area. 

Most birds need insects to eat and feed their young.  Caterpillars 
are usually the most important food source for baby birds.  Our na-
tive caterpillar species have adapted to eating the leaves of certain 
kinds of native trees.  Tree leaves contain different chemicals to use 
as defense.  Our caterpillars are unable to eat the leaves of alien 
species because they didn’t coevolve with those trees and their 
chemicals.  Whereas, Norway Maples, a very popular suburban 
tree, provide food for only a few species of caterpillars, our native 
oak trees support 534 species of caterpillars!  Wait a minute!  
You’re saying that we want to help our insect populations by letting 
them eat our trees?!  Aren’t we supposed to be controlling insect 
populations?  Well, the beauty of native species is that there are na-
tive predators that will keep their numbers in check.  Most of our 
nuisance bugs are alien species who don’t have the predatory spe-
cies to keep their numbers down.   

I hope I convinced you to consider planting native trees to help cre-
ate resilient biodiverse habitats even here in our city.  My husband 
and I invite you to our home property in June so we can introduce 
you to the native tree species we have planted in our yard.  Check 
next month’s newsletter for more information about this event. 

Good Food Box 
Good Food Box dates in April  are: 

Apr 5 King St 10:45—1:00 pm 

 Fennell Ave  10:00—2:00 pm 

Apr 22 Hughson St 

Note that the boxes are now $20.00 

For information contact Pastor Loretta 
(church office 905-974-9878) or Gail Ben-
nie  (905-573-1258) 
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Simple Ways to Make a Difference                                           by Waltraut Weingartner 

For many years we have been warned by scientists, environmentalists including David Suzuki that our 
planet cannot sustain our present way of life. The planet is warming at an alarming rate and the conse-
quences will be felt globally. The thought of making a difference can be overwhelming in view of this 
enormous problem. Can one person’s effort make a difference? I believe so. Here are a few simple ways 
you can help to m ake a difference:  

Water - rem em ber “don’t let the water run” while brushing your teeth, that is still a good practice; rain 
will clean your car and driveway; tubs don’t need to be filled to the brim and one short shower a day 
should suffice.  

Air - don ’t use pesticides and aerosol sprays; minimize your trips to the grocery store; don’t idle the car 
while waiting for your coffee - better yet buy an electric car. Plant a TREE!  

Plastic - has an irreversible im pact on oceans, sea, r ivers, forests, w ildlife, etc. Refrain 
from buying anything plastic it ends up in landfills. Empty water bottles are strewn all over the landscape 

Cleaning Products - Most commercial cleaning products are harmful to the environment;  vinegar and 
baking soda are amazing replacements.  

Medications - Outdated medications should not be disposed off in the garbage or flushed down the toi-
let doing so can negatively impact the water supply and soil.   Return them to the pharmacy instead. 

Litter - When going for a walk or hike why not take along a plastic bag to pick up litter along the way ie: 
Tim Horton’s cups, fast food containers, etc. Healthy ecosystems clean our water, purify our air, maintain 
our soil, regulate the climate, recycle nutrients and provide us with food!  

The Earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness. Psalm  24:1  

Worship God with Music! 

Consider sharing your talents. 

Whether contemporary, tradition-

al, or global music is your favour-

ite, there’s always a way to musi-

cally enhance our worship as we 

come together again in September! 

Since some of the restrictions have 

changed we will now be able to meet IN-PERSON. 

This is for singers and players of all instruments! 

Give the gift of music to our Trinity family! 

Contact Heide at heide.lang@gmail.com  or 905-

616-2575.Our practices will be held at Hughson 

Street. 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm.  

All choir and praise team members are encouraged 

to attend.  We will be starting to prepare for Easter, 

so if you are interested, now is the time to join us! 

 

mailto:heide.lang@gmail.com


Meet Deborah Lindeman    by Janet Weingartner 
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BIBLES AND BAGELS 
 

April’s meeting will be April 
30th and will be both in person 
and on zoom.  We will meet at 
9:00 am at the Hughson site. 
The topic is regarding feminism 
in the bible. A continental 
breakfast will be served A Zoom 
link will be emailed to the par-
ticipants prior to the 30th.  If 
you would like to join us and 
need the link please contact     
Pastor Daniela Mertz at: 

daniela.mertz@elkb.de 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

For its next meeting the Men’s 
Breakfast will be meeting, in-
person, on Saturday, April 30th  
at 9:00 am at Hughson St.  
All attendees must be double 
vaccinated.  Please bring your 
breakfast and coffee with you.  
Topic for the day is  to be        
announced. 

 

TOLKIEN DISCUSSION 

GROUP 

Meets  Saturday, April 2nd and 

23rd at 1:30 pm to further dis-

cuss The Silmarillion.  For infor-

mation or for the zoom link    

contact Shawn McKenzie at 

mckenzieshawn7@gmail.com 

I met Debbie Lindeman during my first few years of teaching. Little 
did I know I would meet her again when we all came together to be-
come the congregation of Trinity! I asked Debbie to give me some of 
her history and how her faith has shaped her interest and activism in 
church and the environment. I also asked her what one wish she 
would have for Trinity. Here is her story.  J.Weingartner 

Deborah was born in Belleville, Ontario.  Her 
father was a Lutheran minister and started a 
mission parish there called Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church.  She has two older brothers and 
many of you know her sister, Judy, who is ac-
tively involved on the board and in choir. They  
have been members of Transfiguration since 
her dad was pastor there.  

As long as she can remember, Deborah has felt 
a special connection to nature.  She was espe-
cially passionate about birds.  Her idea of fun 

was catching insects with her Bug Keeper, crayfish and minnows with 
her pail, and keeping toads for the summer.  The day her dad let her 
use his binoculars to look at birds, Deborah never looked back. Retire-
ment has afforded her  more time to pursue her birdwatching passion, 
and more and more she is seeing the importance of healthy natural en-
vironments for the survival of these species.  In order for birds to 
thrive, they need food, water, and shelter.  Deborah and her husband 
Dennis try to help out birds and other creatures by planting native trees 
and plants in their yard, and participating in plantings, garbage clean-
ups, and invasive plant removal on Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, Royal 
Botanical Gardens, and other local natural properties.  She participates 
in several bird surveys that provide the data needed to assess popula-
tion fluctuations to see where attention should be directed when help-
ing bird species.   

Now that her teaching career is behind her, Deborah can focus on her 
love of wildlife and the natural environment.  She says “Genesis 1:26 
speaks of humans being created in God’s image and given reign over 
the creatures of the earth,  but with that authority comes great respon-
sibility.  God has provided us with what we need to survive, but these 
resources are not shared equally with the world’s population, and with 
little regard for the needs of future generations.  God not only created 
animals, plants, water, rocks, etc. but also the processes that set in mo-
tion change and evolution.  Nature is constantly striving for equilibri-
um with checks and balances.  As humans, we now have the ability to 
disrupt nature’s delicate balance established over thousands of 
years.  Weather systems are rebelling, animal and plant species are fac-
ing extinction, and our water, soil, and air have become polluted.  God’s 
world is beautiful and resilient, and as God’s stewards, we have great 
power to turn things around and help our planet and its occupants.” 

Deborah’s wish for Trinity is to establish and nurture a caring commu-
nity, not only for our membership, but also beyond our walls.  Caring 
for others of our community can be demonstrated through the provi-
sion of such needs as food and shelter, but she also encourages us all to 
remember that a healthy environment is of benefit to every single per-
son and if we want to help others, we need to do what we can to use our 
earth’s resources in a responsible manner.   

CELTIC SPIRITUALITY 

The group will meet on Thurs-
day April 21st 4:30 pm via zoom.  
For more information or the 
zoom link contact Pastor Loretta 
for at  

ljaunzarins@gmail.com 

Or call 

905-536-2785 



Global Warming and Climate Change           by Stanley Moyo 

Human activities (whether by individuals, companies or countries) have some im-
pact on the environment. One such effect is the production of the gas carbon diox-
ide (CO2). Carbon dioxide is called a greenhouse gas because when it is in the at-
mosphere, it traps heat in the same way a greenhouse does. Carbon dioxide is not 
the only greenhouse gas introduced to the atmosphere by human and natural ac-
tivities. Other greenhouse gases include methane, nitrous oxide and refrigerant 
gases. Carbon footprint is a complex concept that was introduced as a measure of 
the total amount of greenhouse gases (including carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 
oxides) that are produced by our activities. The units for carbon footprint are 
called carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e). CO2e takes into account the different 
degrees to which CO2 and other greenhouse gases warm up the atmosphere . 

The following diagram indicates the most common origins of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. 

1: Sources of greenhouse gas emissions  

The increased levels of greenhouse gases has led to increased tem-
peratures on a global scale. 

The following graph indicates how Ontario (Canada) has been affect-
ed over the decades. Similar increases have been noted globally. 

2: Average temperature by year. Ontario  

The following image shows the extent to which different 
countries and economies contribute to the problem of 
carbon dioxide emissions globally. 

3: Global GHG Emissions by Country (2005 Mt CO2e) 

Bigger and more industrialized countries contribute more 
greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. As a result, there are 
more often calls for these countries to contribute more to fix-
ing the problem of climate change. 

 
 

Credits: 
(1) Sources of greenhouse gas emissions - University of Carlifornia 
(2) Average temperature by year (Ontario) - NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
(3)Global GHG Emissions by Country (2005 Mt CO2e) - “Climate Analysis Indicators Tool (CAIT) Version 7.0” (Washington, D.C.: World Resources 
Institute, 2010) 
 
 

Social Ministry Update                             by Lynne Shanks, Chair 
 

The Winter Coat / Apparel Drive is finished. The Out of the Cold program 

gave away a lot of items, more so at Hughson. The remaining items at King 

St. will be donated to Refuge Hamilton. The Out of the Cold program may 

take remaining items from Hughson and if not, they will be donated. Out of 

the Cold ended at both sites the week of March 28th.  

The Social Ministry Committee will continue to collect knitted and crochet 

items, socks, and underwear. 

UNICEF COVID-19 Emergency Fund will run until Easter. As of March. 

21st, there was a total of $1350 donated.  

CLWR Ukraine Crisis will continue- end date not identified at present. As of 
March 21st, there was a total of $2300 donated. The committee discussed 
asking the board to donate $5000 immediately on behalf of Trinity to 
CLWR (which they have agreed to) and the Social Ministry Committee will 
continue fund raise.  

Trinity Lutheran 
Church 
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104 Hughson St N 

Hamilton, ON  L8R 1G6 
905-974-9878 
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Please make all submissions to 

Cathy Calvin by email before the 

20th of each month to 

dccalvin1980@gmail.com. 
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