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A Christian community, open to all, transforming lives through worship, learning and service. 

Pastor’s Message  by Pastor Loretta Jaunzarins 

Welcome! 

As the “new kid on the block” I am grateful for this opportunity to 

write about welcome and its soul-mate, hospitality. These two 

concepts and practices are ancient. In the Hebrew scriptures we 

read how Abraham welcomed two strangers and provided hospi-

tality for them – a seat under a shady tree and a magnificent din-

ner. In the Christian scriptures there are countless references to 

welcome and hospitality. I’m sure most of us recall the words of 

Jesus in Matthew 25:35 to welcome strangers by providing drink, 

food and clothing; or the words of the Apostle Paul to welcome 

each other as Christ has welcomed us; and the direction from the 

writer of Hebrews “to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby 

some have entertained angels unawares.” I love the idea that wel-

come and hospitality include food. Who doesn’t enjoy coffee hour 

or a pot-luck dinner at the church? And who isn’t looking forward 

to our first meal together once the Covid-19 pandemic is over?  

But welcome and hospitality are about much more than coffee 

hour or a pot-luck meal. Welcome and hospitality are about rela-

tionship. Jesus taught that welcoming everyone reflects the nature 

of God and God’s welcome of all people. As Christians, welcome 

must go beyond a greeting or the casual exchange of pleasantries. 

We must welcome as God welcomes. The concept of welcome in-

cludes acceptance, embrace, being appreciated, and feeling heard. 

Strangers become friends when they are accepted for who they 

are, embraced with a hug, their presence and ideas appreciated. 

As the final step in the amalgamation takes place on July 1, the 

practice of welcome and hospitality becomes especially important. 

While the pandemic made it more difficult, members of both Trin-

ity and Grace have found opportunities to get to know each other.  

Cont’d on page 4 

Trinity Office 
Update 

For the months of July 
and August, Carol-Ann 
will be working summer 
office hours and will be 
available  Tuesdays 9-12 
and Wednesday-Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 



As well please join us in con-
gratulating Helmut and 
Elfriede Hoyer celebrating 
their 60th Anniversary July 
1st and Michael and Sabine 
Schuster celebrating their
50th Anniversary on July 31. 

Join us for another German 
Afternoon via Zoom.  The 
topic will be on Switzerland. 

The link is provided below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 821 1954 2685  

Passcode: 033296 

If you need the link, please 

call the church office at 

905—974-9878 and it will be 

emailed to you. 

Greetings! These are our latest updates! 

At our Board meeting on the 21st, we spent some time talking with 
our members from Grace about the closing ser-
vice on June 20 . Bishop Pryse was there to speak
to this difficult moment of saying goodbye, and 
Pastor Loretta led the service in the sanctu-ary 
that may have been empty of pews, but full of 
feeling. On July 4th, Bishop Pryse is joining us 
once again, for our celebration of final amalgam-
ation as Trinity. We hope everyone will log into 
this joyful Zoom service at 10 am!  

A quick note about Zoom: we will be reviewing 
the structure for moving to in-person services at our next meeting 
on July 5th, now that we know that Ontario is moving onto the next 
phase of opening.  

More special guests will be joining us on July 11, as Carla Blakely 
and Tyler Braun share CLWR’s project to build longhouses for
refugees in Myanmar. You will notice that the summer services will 
be coming to you from our Hughson St site, as it is the only one with 
air conditioning, to make the service, technology, and preparation 
more comfortable for all.  

July’s Sundays are full of important events! On July 25th, following 
the service, we will be having our Congregational Meeting. This will 
be a chance to review the organizational work that has been done, 
and consider ways that we, as Trinity, can move forward together in 
our ministry. There will be no elections at this meeting, because as 
the final phase of the amalgamation, three members from Grace will 
be coming onto the Board, and three of the current Board members 
will be finishing their one year terms. We welcome Sparrow 
Rabideau, Allan Greve, and Cosmo Leon to Trinity’s Board.  

This is also the time to take a moment to show our appreciation for 
the service that our three departing Board members have offered. 
Mike Schuster, Lynne Shanks, and Charlene Bernhardt have been 
faithful stewards for Trinity. We are deeply grateful, both for their 
willingness to take on these roles, and also their unwavering faith-
fulness in making the dream of Trinity real for every member of our 
congregation and our greater community.  

Thinking back on the goodbyes that are being said, welcoming our 
brothers and sisters from Grace, the vision that Mike, Lynne, and 
Charlene have kept in sight, and Trinity charting the road ahead to-
gether, we connect with the theme of this year’s Eastern Synod con-
vention, based on Isaiah 43:19,  

Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 

Stay healthy, stay safe, and soon 

we will all be together again! 
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TRINITY  
MILESTONES 

Happy Birthday to those 
members of Trinity turning 
90 + in July and August.  
They are: 

Eileen Forestall  July 10 
Karl Stahl July 11 
Helmut Wilk  July 24 
Ilse Reizgys  July 25 
Eva Trapp July 27 
Paul Blum Aug 17 
Marion Eckstein Aug 23 
Gertrude Twiss Aug 25 

We wish all of the above a 

VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

From The Trinity Board by Barbara Alken 

German 

Afternoon 

July 3rd 

2 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82119542685?pwd=RDQ5Y3NyVVhhblNOSFVCWkd5N3F6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82119542685?pwd=RDQ5Y3NyVVhhblNOSFVCWkd5N3F6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82119542685?pwd=RDQ5Y3NyVVhhblNOSFVCWkd5N3F6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82119542685?pwd=RDQ5Y3NyVVhhblNOSFVCWkd5N3F6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82119542685?pwd=RDQ5Y3NyVVhhblNOSFVCWkd5N3F6Zz09
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Trinity moves forward with courage, love and power 

by Karen Bjerland 

Building on your shared values of welcoming, compassion, social justice, love, grace, courage, relevance and stew-

ardship, you have developed a vision to be a Christian community, open to all, transforming lives through wor-

ship, learning and service. And that vision will come to life as you live your mission to nurture those who are hun-

gry in body and spirit. You will do this in partnership with your community, by responding to the needs of your 

neighbors and by caring for God’s creation.  

To fulfill Trinity’s vision and mission, your Church Board has identified the following strategic priorities in each 

area of ministry. They don’t cover all the activities that may take place within Trinity, but they provide important 

focus, which supports successful implementation. 

Worship and Music: 

 Sunday worship services continue to be a high priority.

 Hybrid worship, with in-person and on-line services and meetings, will help to engage members in different

ways post-COVID.

 Special annual worship services such as Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunrise will continue.

 Weekly, seasonally adaptable (e.g., Lent, Advent, Celtic) midweek devotions will be offered on Wednesday

mornings or evenings.

Congregational Life, including: 

 Building community through fellowship and hospitality.

 Caring for one another through visits, recognizing anniversaries, giving prayer shawls, etc.

Christian Education: 

 Adult small groups, with a faith or spiritual component, will be developed to encourage members from all four

former congregations to start or participate in a group.

 Intergenerational events will create opportunities for people of all ages to worship, serve and learn together.

 Monthly education events around a current issue will continue to be held.

 Vibrant ministries for birth to age 3, Sunday School children, Confirmation Youth and Young Adults will con-

tinue to be offered.

Cont’d on page 4 

In 2021, faith is no longer considered to be a cen-
tral part of life for most Canadian households. 
Many Christian congregations are struggling to 
find the human and financial resources needed to 
continue their ministry. 

Yet, the people of Trinity face today’s challenges 
with courage, love and power, all gifts from our 
loving God.  Rather than becoming isolated from 
your community, you have chosen to engage with 
one another through amalgamation, and with the 
communities you serve through important minis-
try initiatives. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

AT TRINITY 

Sundays, July 4, 11, 18, 25,

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  

at 10:00 am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 870 1956 1460 

Passcode: 671220 

Dial-In:  1 647 558 0588  

or 1 647 374 4685 

Congregational Meeting is July 

25th following the Sunday wor-

ship service. 

Outdoor Service 

July 18th  at 10 am 

It's time to meet again! We invite 
you to an outdoor service July 18 at 
10.00am at St. Andrews United 
Church. This church has a love-
ly property with big trees and has 
welcomed us warmly (and we may 
use their washrooms). They are lo-
cated on 479 Upper Paradise Rd(just 
South of Mohawk). 

Everybody is welcome  To  better or-
ganize and prepare the service, 
please register with Carol Ann at the 
church office (905-974-9878). 

Note:  There will be a zoom-
service available that day as 
well. 

Please bring your own lawn-chair 
and a mask. 

Looking forward to seeing you "live"! 

Pastor Daniela 

Trinity Moving Forward Cont’d from page 3 

Outreach/Social Ministry: 

To address Hamilton’s poverty, food insecurity and the lack of afforda-
ble housing, particularly for seniors, the Board is recommending: 

 Continuing the Good Food Box program to feed the hungry.

 Exploring a partnership with an expert community partner to pro-
vide safe and affordable housing. This is not something Trinity
needs to do alone if it pursues this option.

 Reaching out to those in need locally and globally, with donations,
household items, prayer shawls, clothing, etc., as currently done by
the Friendship Circle and the Lutheran Women.

All of the above will be discussed with the congregation at an upcoming 
congregational meeting. The date will be determined soon. 

Dear people of Trinity, you inspire me and bring to mind a quote from 
Mother Teresa, who said: "Even if you're on the right track, you'll get 
run over if you just sit there." Continue to move forward with courage, 
love and God’s power! 

Karen Bjerland 
Congregational Redevelopment Advisor 
Eastern Synod 

Pastor’s Message Cont’d from page 1 

Over the past year, many from Grace have joined Trinity for Sun-

day morning worship via Zoom and recently folks from Trinity 

have had the opportunity to worship with Grace. Board members 

have been present at each other’s meetings as well as in various 

committees. We’ve taken worship training together and joined in 

some small groups. 

Welcome and hospitality are well underway among us but they 

need to continue to grow and blossom. Showing welcome and hos-

pitality is an art, acts that are intentional, and an integral part of 

our faith that need to be practiced. We welcome each other as fel-

low members of Trinity. With the fond memories of our former 

congregations tucked away for safe keeping, we boldly step for-

ward and create new relationships and new memories. We inten-

tionally create opportunities to practice acceptance, embrace our 

diversity, increase a desire for relationship and express apprecia-

tion. We bring our unique personalities, histories, talents and pas-

sions to this new faith community and enthusiastically embrace 

our new reality.  

As part of the pastoral team, I look forward to welcoming and be-

ing welcomed, to getting to know you and you getting to know me. 

I know that members from Grace are looking forward to develop-

ing new relationships through welcome and hospitality given and 

received. As God welcomes us each moment of our lives, we ex-

tend welcome to each other and to all whom we will encounter in 

the months and years ahead  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87019561460?pwd=Z1pkY1RmVFZ0VGRMNG9wMTlkdVo0UT09


Meet—Cosmo Leon     by Pastor Thomas Mertz 

5 

It is a sunny Saturday afternoon as I write this, the first weekend this year 
that almost feels like early summer. I have just come back from a walk with 
Cosmo Leon, life-time member at Grace Lutheran.  We had met on few oc-
casions and with the amalgamation of our two churches, I thought it was 
time to get to know him a little better. Cosmo accepted my invitation and 
off we went for a mini hike around Bay Front Park. It is still lockdown, so 
the two of us wore masks. However, have you ever noticed that you can feel 
someone’s smile even behind a mask? He also has a very “infectious”, warm 
laugh; no pun intended.  

Before we know it, we are in the middle of a conversation about life and 
church. Cosmo grew up in a family of 5 in the Westend of Hamilton. He was 
baptized and confirmed at Grace Lutheran on Main Street and got married 
there 16 years ago. As we continue our walk Cosmo shares memories of 
buzzing Sunday School days, unforgettable church dinners and standing 
room only Christmas Eve services.  

Cosmo and his wife Maria have two children, Kayla (13) and Connor (10). 
The family is actively involved at Grace. Cosmo and Maria led Sunday 
School for years. He returned to the Grace council in 2020 and will join our 
Trinity Board in July. Kayla currently attends confirmation class at Trinity. 
She recorded bible readings for our worship this past year, and you met 
Connor and her as a shepherd and an angel in our Zoom reenactment of the 
Christmas story.  

When asked about his personal involvement in the church - without having 
to think long – Cosmo refers to the people of Grace. They have become a 
part of his life and he is committed to them for all that this faith community 
has given him and his family over the years.  

Of course, we had to talk “amalgamation” and what the coming together of 
our two churches means to him. Cosmos acknowledges his sadness that all 
things in life must come to an end, even the life of a congregation. However, 
for him this is also a moment of hope and confidence that Grace will be-
come part of a vibrant Trinity community. “Life will go on!” 

Cosmo is looking forward to the time when we all can come together in per-
son to worship, sit down for a shared meal and talk without a computer 
screen between us. It’s his vision that we will allow time to get to know each 
other, experience healing and grow roots together as Trinity.  

I am looking forward to that as well. Please welcome Cosmo and his family 
along with all the other folks of Grace, who will join us July 1 to become 
Trinity together. I feel blessed by their faith in our God who is about to do a 
new thing among us; by all who see the gift God hands us with our amal-
gamation. I feel blessed by their vision for our church and by their commit-
ment to our community. I believe this is the very stuff that will allow us to 
become the church we aspire to be:  a Christian community, open to all, 
transforming lives through worship, learning and service.  

Cosmo Leon at Bayfront Park 
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BIBLES AND BAGELS 

The Women’s Bible Study group 
is on hiatus for the summer and 
the next meeting will be held in 
September.  See the next news-
letter for date and time. We may 
even meet in person!!! 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Men’s Breakfast will also be on 

hiatus for the summer and will 

resume again in September  

TOLKIEN DISCUSSION 
GROUP  

VIA ZOOM 

The Tolkien Discussion Group 
will meet every Saturday all 
summer beginning July 4th 
from 1-2:30 pm.  Contact for  
more information is Shawn 
McKenzie 

mckenzieshawn7@gmail.com  

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 849 1017 6518 

Passcode: 412421 

Trinity’s Amalgamation Journey 

It’s been quite a ride, our amalgamation journey to become Trinity.  
The members of Faith, Grace, St. John’s, and Transfiguration decided 
over three years ago to set up an Amalgamation Working Group com-
prised of equal representation of each congregation.  This group was 
charged with coming up with a proposal for a merger. Like youngsters 
who are going on their first roller coaster ride at the fair for the first 
time, people entered the process with excitement but also trepidation, 
with high hopes but also some fears, 

And like the roller coaster we had highs and lows.  We initially devel-
oped a tagline “One in Christ”.  This motto kept us on track!  With the 
support of our Synod, consultants from the United Church, and input 
from all of our members, an “Amalgamation Vision Proposal” was de-
veloped and approved by all four congregations in December 2018.  
Having declared our intent to amalgamate we could move forward. 

But we had a big hill to climb, because of Grace’s legal issues regarding 
the sale of their property.  They were unable to amalgamate until July 
2021. To overcome this the Steering Team recommended a two-step 
process. In the late Fall of 2019 Faith, St. John’s, and Transfiguration 
voted to form Trinity Lutheran Church effective, April 1, 2020.  Grace 
would join Trinity at July 1, 2021. 

In the intervening years, our Boards, Councils, Committees and Work-
ing Groups have worked together.  Our members have worshipped to-
gether and participated in each other’s events. 

Then came the COVID pandemic. We could not meet in person to 
grow further together as a congregation; the pandemic has forced us to 
find new ways of being Church.  Our pastors and members have 
adapted to virtual worship and meetings.  With the Spirit’s help we are 
becoming “One in Christ” even though we can’t be together in person. 

Now that all four former congregations have become one Trinity, our 
journey continues.  We are going back for another ride on the roller 
coaster as we consider how and where to live out the vision and mis-
sion that we have identified  for ourselves.  However, we can be as-
sured that God is with us and that His Spirit will guide us. 

Michael Schuster,  

Retiring Board Chairperson 

In the News 

Christina Han's research was 
highlighted in the most re-
cent Wilfrid Laurier alumni 
magazine. To read more 
about it, go to: 

https://
campusmaga-
zine.wlu.ca/2021/spring/
research-file/brantfords-
immigrant-history.html 

Congratulations,  
Christina! 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84910176518?pwd%3Dc3hXc1EzdXhNeFJ4ektJYVhYMGFldz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2QtcJhJHWI9v32Vdsb3GQS
https://campusmagazine.wlu.ca/
https://campusmagazine.wlu.ca/
https://campusmagazine.wlu.ca/
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Social Ministry Committee submitted by Lynne Shanks, Chair 

CLWR Myanmar Longhouse Project 

Refugees in Myanmar are facing political violence, oppression, and tyranny. 
Innocent people are fleeing from their homes and living as internal refugees 
in their own country. CLWR’s goal is to build 29 longhouses to shelter refu-
gee families in need in Myanmar. The cost for one longhouse is $9810 and 
Trinity, the former Grace Lutheran Church, Christ Latvian Church, and Faith 
Lutheran Church, Brantford have committed to raising enough money to pay 
for one longhouse.   

Please join our brothers and sisters from Trinity, Christ Latvian Church, and 
Faith Lutheran Church, Brantford, at our worship service over Zoom on Sun-
day July 11, 2021 to learn more. Our guest speakers will be Tyler Braun, 

CLWR Project Manager for the Myanmar Project, who will introduce the Longhouse Project and Rev. Carla 
Blakely, CLWR Community and Donor Relations Director, who will preach at the service.  

Trinity’s Social Ministry Committee is asking that you consider donating to help us reach our goal of $9810. This 
can be done either by e-transfer to tlchamilton2020@gmail.com or by a cheque made out to Trinity Lutheran 
Church and mailed to our Hughson St. location. Be sure to include a note indicating which program you are do-
nating to. To learn more about the cost of supplies required to build a longhouse check out  https://
clwr.donorshops.com/product/A202104S/spring-appeal.  

Campbell’s Labels for Education is no longer  operating. Thank you to everyone for  their  participa-
tion but we are no longer collecting Campbell’s Soup labels.  

Knitting and Crocheting; New Socks and Underwear If you are looking for  things to keep you busy 
over the summer, consider knitting or crocheting hats, gloves, scarves, or prayer shawls. Unfortunately, the warm 
weather will eventually come to an end and there are many people in our community that can benefit from the 
warmth provided by any of these items.  In addition, new socks and underwear are always needed by shower pro-
grams. To donate any of these items or if you need some wool or knitting needles contact Dianne Busser at 905-
389-4008 or Waltraut Weingartner at 905-387-3517.

Denninger Cash Register Receipts Please save these receipts for  the Lutheran W omen w ho can 
use them to support various projects in the community. They can be brought to church once we are able to meet 
in person. Any questions contact Waltraut Weingartner 905-387-3517.  

Good Food Box Program The Social Ministry Com m ittee is pleased to announce that, starting in 
September, the Good Food Box program will be offered at each of our three sites! The Good Food Box program 
offers quality healthy foods and encourages everyone to eat healthy. The program runs from Sept. to June and for 
$18/month people can get a Good Food Box that includes 11 to 13 different fruits and vegetables. The program 
will operate on the following days: 

 Fennell Ave. E. site on the first Tues. of the month, with pick up between 11:00-6:00

 King St. E. site on the first Tues. of the month with pick up between 10:45-1:00 and 5:00-5:30

 Hughson St. N. site on the fourth Friday of the month with pick up between 12:00-2:30.

There are several ways Trinity Members can participate in the program: 

 Pay $18 to get a good food box. Orders need to be placed and paid for at least one week in advance. For Sept.
pick up at Fennell or King St. pay by Aug. 29, and for pick up at Hughson pay by Sept. 17.

 Volunteer to help with the program.

 Volunteer to be a driver to deliver Good Food Boxes.

 Provide financial support to the program. Tax receipts are available for donations.

To become involved contact Carol-Ann, Trinity Lutheran Church Office Administrator, 905-974-9878 
or tlchamilton2020@gmail.com, Gail Bennie 905-536-0800 or Pastor Loretta 905-536-2785. 

As an expression of our faith in Christ, the people of Trinity nurture those who are hungry in 

body and spirit. We do this is partnership with our community, by responding to the needs of 

our neighbors and by caring for God's creation. 

mailto:tlchamilton2020@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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A Trinity Core Value: Welcoming 

Submitted by Marita Mathews 

The act of welcoming can begin with a simple gesture. Whether you are re-

served or outgoing, a genuine smile, a hello or a handshake can be a mean-

ingful gesture. It tells the other person that you see them, that they are a val-

ued member of God’s family and that they belong in that family. Being wel-

coming is about action.  

I see Trinity as a place of worship that is open to everyone. We are a collec-

tion of God’s people willing to help and serve. We value sharing the peace, 

God’s love, and our resources. We seek to work together to help those 

among us and in our community. Whether we are able to do small things or 

large things, collectively we can do great things. Trinity’s welcome is experi-

enced by everyone who participates in those acts of service.  

At Trinity we are inclusive; we understand that everyone we meet, whether 

in an outreach program or in a Sunday service, will experience God’s love 

through us, and that is why welcoming is such a basic core value. 

I read a lot from Rev. Dr. Chuck Currie and this sentence really spoke to me. 

It says what welcoming means to me at Trinity: 

 “No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome 

here!” 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church 

Office 
104 Hughson St N 

Hamilton, ON  L8R 1G6 
905-974-9878

TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Pastor Thomas and  

Pastor Daniela Mertz  

ONE IN CHRIST  is published  ten 
times per year under the auspices of 
Trinity Lutheran Church.  The Edi-
torial Board is comprised of  mem-
bers of the congregation and the 
pastors.  Submissions will be edited 
for clarity, positivism, adherence to 
our mission statement, constitution 
and the love of Christ as revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

The Editorial Team is: 

Cathy Calvin 

dccalvin1980@gmail.com 

Julia Fruck 

juliagirl9@gmail.com 

Debbie Lindeman 

deborahlindeman3@gmail.com 

Jackie Nunns 

nunnsjackie@gmail.com  

Prs Thomas & Daniela Mertz 

tfrm58@gmail.com  

daniela.mertz@elkb.de 

Please make all submissions to 

Cathy Calvin by email before the 

20th of each month to 

dccalvin1980@gmail.com. 

mailto:deborahlindeman3@gmail.com
mailto:nunnsjackie@gmail.com
mailto:tfrm58@gmail.com
mailto:daniela.mertz@elkb.de



