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A Christian community, open to all, transforming lives through worship, learning and service. 

Pastor’s Message                               by Pastor Thomas Mertz 

“There Was No Place for Them in The Inn.”  

 
We all have a mental image of how Mary wrapped her 

firstborn in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. And 

as we do every Christmas in our house, soon we will 

take out the nativity scene that Daniela’s parents gave 

us many years ago and set it up under the tree, a hand

-carved, beautiful piece of folk art.  

 

However, art isn’t usually just decorative, and our manger scene makes me re-

flect on a deeper truth: Every year as I look at Mary, Joseph and the Christ child, 

I am reminded that a substantive part of the Christmas story is about a family 

struggling with the experience of homelessness – even if only temporarily.  

 

In my imagination, I try to visualize how any person with a heart might respond 

to this family in need. People always have, ever since the story of the child’s birth 

got around. No nativity play is without the innkeeper who offers them at least a 

place in a barn. We might write common sense gifts of a sheep skin or a jug of 

milk as props into the script of the shepherds’ visit. And of course, there are the 

wise men who share their wealth of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Most of this 

isn’t even in the Gospel, but it is a beautiful way of reminding ourselves that the 

spirit of Christmas calls for our actions of love.  

 

When we, like Mary, treasure all these words and ponder them in our hearts, we 

begin to recognize Christ, born in homelessness, in the faces and in the pain of 

so many near and far. Our world has a full-blown refugee crisis. Thank you for 

finding a way to respond. Thank you for your overwhelming support of the My-

anmar Housing project. Together with Christ Latvian in Hamilton and Faith Lu-

theran in Brantford we raised over $ 15,000.00 to help provide housing for refu-

gees in Myanmar. 

 

Homelessness is also a reality in Hamilton and in many other places in Canada. 

In our city alone thousands are looking for shelter or affordable housing. During 

this Advent season, Trinity’s Board is discerning the future of our three locations 

and, in conversation with community partners, trying to get a better under-

standing of how our church might help to respond to the housing crisis in Ham-

ilton. It will be up to you to vote on any recommendations brought forward next 

spring. May the story of Christmas still resound in our hearts when we sit down 

to make decisions together.  



 

2022  

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The 2022 Offering Envelopes 

will be available for pick up 

for all Trinity members on 

December 5 and 12 after  

worship at Hughson St. loca-

tion. 

December 7 at K ing St. 

location from 10:30 until 2, 

and December 14 at the Fen-

nell location from 12 until 

1:30. 

After the above pick up dates 

the Offering Envelopes will be 

available at the church office 

during office hours. 

Thank you for your co-

operation. 

W. Weingartner  

 

 

 Dear Members of Trinity,  

As the church season of Advent is upon us now, 

your Pastors and worship committee are busy pre-

paring for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

worship service to be held at the Hughson Street 

site. There will be two Christmas Eve services, the 

first at 5:00 pm and the second at 7:00 pm with a 

maximum of 120 members, friends and family per 

service. Registration will be required along with vaccine passport 

verification and contact tracing at the door. Children 12 

years of age and under are welcome to attend but should wear masks 

as always. Please call the church office at 905-974-9878 the week of 

December 20th to confirm your attendance. The Christmas Day 

worship service will also be held at the Hughson Street site and will 

begin at 10:00 am with no need for registration.  

Secondly, please mark your calendar for Sunday February 27, 2022 

to attend Trinity’s AGM. If you cannot attend in-person, the meeting 

will be broadcast on Zoom as in the past. Any committee reports 

should be sent to office administrator Carol-Ann by January 23rd 

and all congregation members will receive their copies by February 

13th either electronically or by mail.  

 

From the board of Trinity Lutheran Church, we wish you 

and your families a very Merry Christmas and Blessed 

New Year! 
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TRINITY  
MILESTONES 

 
Happy Birthday to those 
members of Trinity turning 
90 + in December & January.  
They are: 
 

Ursula Lavadinho Dec 4 
Betty Fallis  Dec 5 
Kaethe Urbshaitis Dec 8 
Elizabeth Waldner Dec 21 
Millie Green  Dec 23 
Elma Kaptein Jan 4 
Olga Sinkevicius Jan 27 
Nova Needham Jan 31 
 
 

We wish all of the above a 

VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

and God’s Blessings for 

many, many more! 

From The Trinity Board          by Cosmo Leon, Secretary 

 

Christmas Services 

Christmas Eve   —Dec 24th-Hughson location 

   5:00 pm and 7:00 pm 

   Service with Holy Communion 

   Registration Required! 

Christmas Day 10:00 am—Hughson location 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

AT TRINITY 
 

 

Trinity Worship Time 
 Sundays, December and January 

at 10:00 am 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 
 

Meeting ID: 870 1956 1460 

Passcode: 671220 

Dial-In:  1 647 558 0588  

                  1 647 374 4685 
 

In-person at Hughson St. at 10:00 

am as well. 
 

German Service 

In-person only 

 Sunday, December 5 

Sunday, January 2 

at  11:15 am 

Hughson St Location 
 

Sunday School 

Beginning January 9 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 
Meeting ID: 886 5320 4032 

Passcode: 514112 
 

NEW!!  Mid-Week  
In-Person Service 

For December at the King St site on 
Thursdays, December 2nd, 9th, 
16th and 23rd.  Full, traditional 
service at 11:30 am with Holy Com-
munion.  Fellowship following the 
service for anyone who wants to par-
ticipate.  Please bring a BAG LUNCH 
if you wish to stay for fellowship. 

News from Bethlehem             by Cathy Calvin 

Christmas.  One tends to get caught up in all the hustle and bustle, trying 
to create the “perfect day”, forgetting what this “perfect day” is really all 
about. Over 2000 years ago, God gave us the reason that this celebration 
even exists. There was no hustle, no bustle, and no preparation. Just two 
people on a journey; one tired and concerned dad and one very pregnant 
mother. But what happened at that time was no less than a miracle. I 
have often wondered what it would have been like to be there in that 
humble stable in Bethlehem… 

Dateline: Bethlehem 1 AD 

Reporter: “This is Meir Ariel reporting from Bethlehem. There seems to 
be some kind of disturbance in this sleepy little town. A bunch of dirty, 
mangy shepherds are hanging around this stable. Hey, you, what is your 
name, and can you tell me what all the fuss is about?” 

Shepherd: “My name is Levi, and I am a shepherd from the hills outside 
of here. You won’t believe what I have just seen!” 

Meir Ariel: “Well don’t keep us in suspense – what happened?” 

Levi: “My buddies and I were lounging on the 
hillside, watching our sheep sleep, getting a 
bit sleepy ourselves. You know, not much to 
do out there when the sheep are all in one 
spot. It was a nice night, but really dark. Sud-
denly there was a very bright light, brighter 
than the stars, and then there was this voice 
in the sky.” 

Meir Ariel: “A voice? Are you hearing things? 
Are you crazy?” 

Levi: “No, I am not the only one who heard it. 
The voice said not to be afraid. Ha! I was so 
scared I could hardly look up.  I just threw myself on the ground and cov-
ered my head for most of it. But I could still hear the voice. It said to go to 
Bethlehem and see the one who was promised. The Saviour was born, it 
said. Imagine that - a Saviour born in a poor town like Bethlehem. And 
then the whole sky lit up and there were winged creatures - angels, my 
buddy called them - all over the place. “Glory to God,” they kept repeat-
ing.  Wow! It was quite the spectacle! After they all left, the sky went dark, 
but there was one big bright star, and we just knew we had to follow it to 
find the baby.” 

Meir Ariel: “Well, that is some story! Why would the angels talk to you, 
dirty shepherds who have been in the hills too long? No offence, but most 
people would try to avoid talking to someone like you!”  

Levi: “I have to admit, you’re right. No one wants to dirty themselves 
speaking to us. We are the dregs of society! But now we feel honored that 
the angels chose to announce this birth to us! Imagine that – for just a 
moment we actually felt really special. So we decided to do as the angel 
said and go find the child. Which we did, in this decrepit stable. I don’t 
understand why the Saviour had to be born here but it does not matter. 
Once we saw the child, we just knew he was going to grow up to be some-
one who will change lives. Just being in the baby’s presence changed 
mine! Now I am going to tell everyone I know about the angels, the birth, 
and what we witnessed here.” 

Meir Ariel: “A baby Saviour that will change your life – well doesn’t that 
beat all! You heard it here first, folks. This is Meir Ariel signing off from 
Bethlehem.” 

Loved. Lost. Never Forgotten. 
 

TLC Grief Support Group 

Next Session: Thursdays  

February 3 – March 24 
1 pm – Fennell St E site or by Zoom 
For more information or to register,  

contact Pastor Loretta 
905-536-2785   ljaunzarins@gmail.com 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87019561460?pwd=Z1pkY1RmVFZ0VGRMNG9wMTlkdVo0UT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88653204032?pwd%3DMU45eVgzNFJNQTY3QlQ3Tm8zVkh0UT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1K8s5qPdw8b2-c6Gb2vMEn
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Social Ministry Committee                                      submitted by Lynne Shanks, Chair 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the CLWR Myanmar Longhouse Project. Trinity, together with 

Faith, Brantford and Christ Latvian, raised $16,386.11, which is enough to build one longhouse and pur-

chase the supplies required to build a second longhouse! Your support was essential in providing safe 

spaces for Rohingya people, living as internal refugees in Myanmar. The Canadian Lutheran World Relief 

is an important humanitarian organization and your gifts to CLWR makes you a partner with displaced 

and food-insecure people as they develop solutions that last, so all people can live in peace with dignity 

and hope.  

Your generosity at our October Drop Off Food Drive at King St. raised $434 and food donations to sup-

port the Native Women’s Centre Christmas food hampers.  

Winter Coat/Apparel drive W e are requesting donations of clean w inter  outerw ear  in good 

condition for people of all ages. Items can be dropped off on Good Food Box days, the first Tuesday of the 

month, at either King St. or Fennell. Contact Carol-Ann if you want to arrange drop off at Hughson St. or 

call Dianne Busser 905-389-4008 if pick up is required. Donations are being distributed by the Out of the 

Cold program, operating out of our Hughson and King St. sites.  

Below is the flyer outlining our Christmas Outreach suggestions. We are holding a Christmas Virtual 

Food Drive for the Good Food Box to  support Neighbour  to Neighbour, St. Matthew ’s 

House, and the Native Women’s Centre food banks. The other suggestion is to support Liberty for Youth 

and Living Rock w ith gift cards for  youth at r isk. Financial donations for  w hichever  out-

reach you choose to support can be made by cheque to Trinity Lutheran Church and mailed or dropped 

off at 104 Hughson St. N., Hamilton ON, L8R 1G6 or by e-transfer to tlchamilton2020@gmail.com. 

Please indicate which Outreach you are wanting to support. Gift cards can be dropped off at our Hughson 

St. location.    

Trinity members exhibit Love by caring for our neighbours as God cares for us, without  

condition or judgement, for the benefit of our neighbour not our own.  

mailto:tlchamilton2020@gmail.com


Finding Shelter                 by Jackie Nunns 
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BIBLES AND BAGELS 
 
The Women’s Bible Study group 
will still meet via zoom for the 
foreseeable future.  We will have 
a “Check In” after Christmas on 
Saturday, January 8th at 
10:30 am.  W atch for  the 
zoom link in the announce-
ments. 
 

Our regular meeting  is Satur-
day, January 29th  at 10:30 
am.  Topic to be announced 
with invitation to the meeting.  
If you wish to join us the zoom 
link is below: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 
Meeting ID:881 4033 3380 

Passcode: 481712 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

For its next meeting the Men’s 

Breakfast will be meeting, in-

person, on Saturday, January 

29th at 8:45 am at Hughson 

St.  All attendees must be dou-

ble vaccinated.  Please bring 

your breakfast and coffee with 

you.  Topic for the day is  to be 

announced. 

 
In Mexico and Latin America, there is an Ad-

vent/Christmas tradition called Las Posadas, 

which is translated as ‘lodgings’ or ‘inns’. It 

commemorates the journey of Mary and Jo-

seph from Nazareth to Bethlehem and their 

search for a safe refuge where Mary could give 

birth to baby Jesus. 

Typically, Las Posadas is a neighbourhood cel-

ebration. Each evening from December 16 to 24th, a candlelit proces-

sion of adults, including musicians, youth and children moves 

through the neighbourhood, stopping at different houses to request 

lodging. At the first two homes, those outside (representing Joseph) 

ask for shelter. Those inside (the innkeepers) turn them away. This 

is done with a song or chant that goes back and forth. When they ar-

rive at the third home, they are invited in for the night. Prayers, 

singing, refreshments and a pinata for the children follow. 

We sometimes forget that Mary and Joseph were displaced within 

their country and then forced to flee from Herod, becoming political 

refugees in Egypt. Their story of seeking refuge is a story repeated by 

refugees, immigrants and the homeless in many places throughout 

the world including Canada. Some members of Trinity came to Can-

ada as refugees. Reenactment of this story highlights the plight of all 

who get turned away while looking for a safe place to lodge and hon-

ours the courage of those in our world today who are seeking shelter, 

dignity, and a life for themselves and their children.  

Where could Las Posadas be played out in our community? At Ham-

ilton’s tent city or at the shelters that are full? At the food bank 

where we find those whose income is entirely spent on housing? It 

could be a poignant reminder of what justice and hospitality might 

mean today. 
“Between Darkness & 

Light”  

Advent Reflections  

Wednesdays  

December 1, 8, 15 & 22 

7:00 pm 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 812 0383 4601 
Passcode: 714580 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88140333380?pwd=K2QzQ1V1RlBSWHltZG00S0VreHJQdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81203834601?pwd=YjIvOTF1QnpaZDI5SVFnSS9YbEtkUT09
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Worship God with Music! 

Consider sharing your talents. 

Whether contemporary, tradi-

tional, or global music is your 

favourite, there’s always a way to 

musically enhance our worship 

as we come together again in 

September! Since some of the 

restrictions have changed we will now be able to 

meet IN-PERSON. 

This is for singers and players of all instruments! 

Give the gift of music to our Trinity family! 

Contact Heide at heide.lang@gmail.com  or 905-

616-2575. 

Our practices will be held at Hughson Street,  

Thursdays at 7:00 pm.  

All choir and praise team members are encouraged 

to attend.  We will be starting to prepare for Christ-

mas, so if you are interested, now is the time to join 

us! 

 

 

What’s Happening in Learning? 

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to be 

Sunday School teachers and helpers, both 

online and in person! Beginning in January, zoom 

classes will be held at 11 am on the 9th and 23rd. 

On the 16th and 30th the classes will be held in per-

son and parallel to worship, 10 to 11 am, at Hugh-

son St. Watch the announcements for more infor-

mation. 

 

Digging Deeper (formerly Movie Night) in-

to the Global Refugee Crisis w ill be held on 

Wednesday, January 19th at 7 pm on zoom. Our 

guest will be Akram Hussein, who with his family 

was sponsored by the former St. John’s in 2018-

2019. He will share his personal experiences of be-

ing a refugee and rebuilding his life in Canada. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 827 7529 2323 

Passcode: 150757  

Mark your calendars and join us! 

mailto:heide.lang@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82775292323?pwd=d1FGOVg2cnBSSVlGTWxaaVU2QTV3UT09
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Tolkien Discussion Group 

Greetings and mae govannen, 

I would like to announce that the Tolkien Discussion Group will begin to read and discuss The Silmaril-
lion by J.R.R. Tolkien. The online discussion will begin on January 8, 2022 and will meet subsequently 
every 2 weeks on the Zoom platform. If you are interested in joining or would like more information, 
please contact Shawn McKenzie at mckenzieshawn7@gmail.com.  

The Silmarillion is a collection of works by J. R. R. Tolkien, published posthumously by his son, Christo-
pher Tolkien, in 1977. The form of the novel is mythopoeic, meaning that Tolkien creates his own mythol-
ogy for the fictionalized world he’s created. Tolkien describes the birth of the universe of Eä, which con-
tains the lands of Valinor, Beleriand, Númenor, and Middle-earth. The Silmarillion tells us how these 
lands came to be, and this story is continued in both of Tolkien’s more famous works—The Hobbit and 
The Lord of the Rings. 

Thank you and blessings, 

Shawn McKenzie 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/ 
Meeting ID: 893 8670 7215 
Passcode: 866114 

Lutheran Ladies United 
All women of the congregation are invited to our 
Christmas Celebration on Tuesday December 14th 
at 1:30 pm at our Fennell location. 

Our theme for the meeting is “Christmas Tradi-
tions”.  Be prepared to talk about one of yours too! 

We have been collecting socks to send to the vari-
ous shelters we support, so please bring those with 
you as well as your Denninger grocery receipts! 

We also thought to include this year a plea for a hy-
giene pack to go to the women of the shelters as 
well.  In a gift bag, please pack the following items: 

Toothbrush/ Toothpaste Soap 
Shampoo/Conditioner  Comb  
Sanitary Napkins   Washcloth 
Socks     Kleenex pack 
Deodorant    Razor 
 

All above items are available at the Dollar Store 
and are relatively inexpensive, but will be a great 
gift for one in need. 
 

We are not meeting in January, our next meeting 
will be on February 15, 2022.  In the meantime “A 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year” to you 
and your families. 

Waltraut Weingartner 

Winter Walk 

Do you love the outdoors, seeing and smelling and 

feeling connected to God’s creation?  

Would you like to do all that with a bunch of 

friendly and caring people? 

Come out and join us for a winter walk in the RBG 

on Saturday, December 4 from 9:30am to around 

11:30am.  

We will meet at the Royal Botanical Garden-

Hendrie Valley Sanctuary (Cherry Hill Gate 

Trail).It’s just 2 minutes down the road. (Plain 

Road) For details please take a look:   

Royal Botanical Gardens to Royal Botanical Gar-

dens - Hendrie Valley Sanctuary (Cherry Hill Gate 

Trail) - Google Maps 

Looking forward to seeing you, Jamie-Lynn and 

Daniela 

 

mailto:mckenzieshawn7@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89386707215?pwd%3DdWhtbm1xMEh5a2FsM0NWemIrM1FqUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw172b7eA_pmj09pEW9iQwOr
https://www.google.ca/maps/dir/Royal+Botanical+Gardens,+680+Plains+Rd+W,+Burlington,+ON+L7T+4H4,+Canada/Royal+Botanical+Gardens+-+Hendrie+Valley+Sanctuary+(Cherry+Hill+Gate+Trail)/@43.2905081,-79.8792879,571m/am=t/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x882c9
https://www.google.ca/maps/dir/Royal+Botanical+Gardens,+680+Plains+Rd+W,+Burlington,+ON+L7T+4H4,+Canada/Royal+Botanical+Gardens+-+Hendrie+Valley+Sanctuary+(Cherry+Hill+Gate+Trail)/@43.2905081,-79.8792879,571m/am=t/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x882c9
https://www.google.ca/maps/dir/Royal+Botanical+Gardens,+680+Plains+Rd+W,+Burlington,+ON+L7T+4H4,+Canada/Royal+Botanical+Gardens+-+Hendrie+Valley+Sanctuary+(Cherry+Hill+Gate+Trail)/@43.2905081,-79.8792879,571m/am=t/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x882c9
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